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Having survived for centuries in spite of irreversible decay, wooden heritage was made
one of the key areas of reflection during the "Europe, a Common Heritage"” Campaign.
Experts, national committees and associations have together skilfully shaped the philos-
ophy and knowledge at the basis of this project in a spirit of European co-operation.

The wooden heritage constitutes an asset whose artistic and cultural values exceed the
age of creators and curators. European wooden heritage is a living heritage, which is
one of the most threatened forms of cultural expression.

This book examines a heritage that corresponds to the craftsmanship of construction, to
the sociability of various forms of culture and to respect for the landscape.

The aims of this transnational project are:

- to analyse and record traditional building methods and compare experiences and
methodologies of preserving the wooden heritage, by encouraging practical exchanges
of information in situ, based on the knowledge of traditional crafts in a “European
atmosphere”;

— to improve the conditions for using techniques and methods that represent a living
tradition and are still in use in some regions of Europe, reflecting on how to raise aware-
ness of the social and economic value of wooden traditions in local communities
throughout Europe.
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nent of Europe. It seeks to develop common democratic and legal principles based on
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of individuals. Ever since it was founded in 1949, in the aftermath of the second world
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ISBN 92-871-4882-1

http://book.coe.int
€13/US$20 Council of Europe Publishing




